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15 FINAL REMARKS  

Considering the ranking of the assessed schemes (see Chapter 13), it is possible to 

materialise these inferences in eminently practical and achievable recommendations in 

subsequent moments of Santomean strategy for the promotion of renewable energies in the 

country. 

Thus, and for the HPPs included in the lightly conditioned class [Ouro 1 to Ouro 5 

(including Agostinho Neto); Abade 1 to Abade 4; Manuel Jorge 1 to Manuel Jorge 4 (including 

Guegué); Cantador 1; Lembá 1], Terms of Reference (ToR) must be organised for the 

preparation of the respective Environmental Impact Studies, which do not need to include 

special environmental concerns, beyond those normally required in the setting of a (legally 

mandatory) ESIA. 

The ToR to be assembled shall define the stages and methodologies to be used in the 

preparation of the studies. It is already identifed the need for the work to be carried out to 

simultaneously respond to the provisions of national legislation of São Tomé and Príncipe 

(namely Decree-Law No. 37/99 of 30 November) and the Integrated Safeguards System (ISS) 

of the African Development Bank (more specifically the Environmental and Social Assessment 

Procedures (ESAPs) component). 

It should be noted that this future Environmental Impact Assessment will be completely 

independent and autonomous from the work to which this document refers. Thus, the 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) procedure to which each project will be 

subjected may conclude that it is environmentally viable or, on the contrary, consider it 

unfeasible, regardless of the categorisation assigned in this work. 

This results from the eminently different nature of the two processes - Strategic Environmental 

Assessment and ESIA - in which the analyses carried out in each one are based on different 

principles and objectives and, therefore, do not allow extrapolating assessments or predicting 

the respective conclusions. 

Regarding the Iô Grande 1 HPP, having been assigned a level of conditioned, it is suggested 

that this HEP may be subject to a more preventive procedure than those previously 

characterized. 

Therefore, it is recommended that, in the necessary development of the Final Design, the 

possibility of changing the configuration of the dam be considered, namely by optimising its 

height so that the respective reservoir to be created can minimise the area to be flooded in the 

PNOST, thus reducing - or at the very most avoiding - the submergence of territories inside 

the Park, which would also minimise the need for measures to minimise impacts and/or 

compensate them. 
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